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The IAU therefore resolves that planets and other bodies in our Solar System, except
satellites, be defined into three distinct categories in the following way:

(1) A iplanetois a celestial body that (a) is in orbit around the Sun, (b) has sufficient mass for
its self-gravity to overcome rigid body forces so that it assumes a hydrostatic equilibrium
(nearly round) shape, and (c) has cleared the neighbourhood around its orbit.

(2) A idwarf planetois a celestial body that (a) is in orbit around the Sun, (b) has sufficient
mass for its self-gravity to overcome rigid body forces so that it assumes a hydrostatic
equilibrium (nearly round) shape, (c) has not cleared the neighbourhood around its orbit, and
(d) is not a satellite

(3) All other objects, except satellites, orbiting the Sun shall be referred to collectively as
rSmall Solar System Bodiesa

Pluto is a "dwarf planet" by the above definition and is recognized as the prototype of a new
category of trans-Neptunian objects. For now, Charon is considered just to be Pluto s moon.
The idea that Charon might qualify to be called a dwarf planet on its own, may be considered
later.
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Another Moon on Pluto Has Astronomers Aglow

Iy KEMMETH CHANG

Pluto is still not a planet, but it does boast an impressive entourage.

Astronomers said Wednesday that they
had spotted a fifth moon orbiting Pluto,
which thev alreadv knew had four. The
discovery, made with the Hubble Space
Plutc B Telescope, gives Pluto more moons

a ; than Mercurv, Venus, Earth and Mars
combined.

Charon

The announcement, initially conveved
on Twitter, caught the attention of some
science-minded comedians on the same
medium. “Tt"s like, since being kicked

out of the planet gang, it’s decided to It@ Ilke1 Slnce belng kICked OUt

form a rival solar system,” said Dean

Burmett, a neuroscientist and stand-up Of the planet gang’ P|Uto
comicin Brtsin. “Good on Fluto decided to form a rival Solar
System. Good on Pluto, | say.

The discovery of the moon, known simply as P5 fornow, by itself doesnot
change the terms of the “Is Pluto a planet?” debate. Moons arenot a

prerequisite for d —unless one wanted to first expel Mercury and .
Venus, which are moonless — and manyv smaller bodies are also known to -- comic Dean Burnett

have moons orbiting them.

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/13/science/space/astronomers-spot-fifth-moon-orbiting-pluto.html 5
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